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About Our Presenters

Ambassador Ronald Neumann D

Formerly a Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Ronald E.
Neumann served three times as Ambassador; to Algeria, Bahrain
and finally to Afghanistan from July 2005 to April 2007. Before
Afghanistan, Mr. Neumann, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, served in Baghdad from February 2004 with the
Coalition Provisional Authority and then as Embassy Baghdad’s
political /military liaison with the Multinational Command,
where he was deeply involved in coordinating the political part of

military actions.

Prior to Working in Iraq, he was Ambassador in Manama,

Bahrain (2001-2004), Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau

of Near East Affairs (1997-2000) with responsibility for North
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Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, and Ambassador to Algeria (1994 to 1997). He was Director of the
Office of Northern Gulf Affairs (Iran and Iraq; 1991 to 1994). Earlier in his career, he was Deputy
Chief of Mission in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and in Sanaa in Yemen, Principal Officer in
Tabriz, Iran and Economic/Commercial Officer in Dakar, Senegal. His previous Washington
assignments include service as Jordan Desk officer, Staff Assistant in the Middle East (NEA) Bureau,

and Political Officer in the Office of Southern European Affairs.

Ambassador Neumann is the author of a memoir, Three Embassies, Four Wars: a personal memoir (2017) and
The Other War: Winning and Losing in Afghanistan (Potomac Press, 2009), a book on his time in Afghanistan.
He has returned to Afghanistan repeatedly and is the author of a number of monographs, articles, and
editorials. His writings have focused most heavily on Afghanistan, stabilization, and Bahrain. At the
Academy he has focused particularly on efforts to maintain adequate State and USATD budgets and
staffing and upgrade professional formation to enable these institutions to carry out their
responsibilities. Ambassador Neumann is on the Advisory Committee of a non-profit working in
Afghanistan, the School of Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA). He is on the board of the Middle East
Policy Council.

Ambassador Neumann speaks some Arabic and Dari as well as French. He received State Department
Superior Honor Awards in 1993 and 1990. He was an Army infantry officer in Viet Nam and holds a
Bronze Star, Army Commendation Medal and Combat Infantry Badge. In Baghdad, he was awarded
the Army Outstanding Civilian Service Medal. In 2018 he was awarded the American Foreign Service
Association’s award for Lifetime Contributions to American Diplomacy. He earned a B.A. in history
and an M.A. in political science from the University of California at Riverside. He is married to the

former M. Elaine Grimm. They have two children.

Gardiner Hallock, Interim President, the Thomas D
Jefferson Foundation

Gardiner Hallock joined the Thomas Jefferson Foundation in 2011. Since February 2024, he has
served as the Interim President of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation. Before being appointed Interim

President, Gardiner helped to preserve the Foundation’s historic architecture and landscapes as a
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member, and then Director, of the Restoration Department.
Later he became the Director of the Restoration, Curatorial, and
Facilities Departments. More recently he was Vice-President of

Architecture, Lands, and Facilities.

A native of Albemarle County, Virginia, Gardiner served as the

Restoration Manager at George Washington's Mount Vernon
after receiving his Master of Science in Historic Preservation from the University of Vermont in
2000. Later he was Director of Architectural Research during the restoration of James Madison’s
Montpelier. Between Mount Vernon and Montpelier, Gardiner co-founded a historic preservation

consulting firm specializing in preservation planning and historic rehabilitation tax credits.

Gardiner lives in Keswick, Virginia with his wife Jennifer Hallock, and their two sons, Henry and

Holland.

Dr. Sara Bon-Harper, Executive Director of James D
Monroe’s Highland

Sara Bon-Harper is the Executive Director of James Monroe’s
Highland in Albemarle County, Virginia. Research she initiated
at Highland recently discovered the archaeological remains of
the Monroes” main house and opened a new chapter of site
interpretation emphasizing inclusive narratives co-created with
descendant collaborators. Ms. Bon-Harper earned a Ph.D. in
Anthropology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, and a bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and Classics from
the University of Arizona. At William & Mary she is also a
Research Professor of Anthropology and a Faculty Affiliate of

the Institute for Integrative Conservation. She serves on the

board of the Charlottesville-based Presidential Precinct.

Prior to her work at Highland, Ms. Bon-Harper was Monticello’s Archaeological Research Manager
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from 1999 to 2012, and studied Roman peripheries in Italy and France, with topical expertise in
archaeological ceramics and research methods. She has lectured and written on a variety of themes,
including the analysis of archaeological data, landscapes of slavery, and the construction of historic

narratives for academic and popular audiences.

Dr. Timothy Walker D

Timothy Walker (B.A., Hiram College, 1986; M.A., Ph.D.,
Boston University, 2001) is Professor of History at the
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, where he serves on the
Executive Board of the Center for Portuguese Studies and

Culture, and as graduate faculty for the doctoral program in
Luso-Afro-Brazilian Studies and Theory. He is an Affiliated

Researcher of the Centro de Histéria d’Aquém e d’Além-Mar
(CHAM); Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal. Walker was a visiting professor at the

Universidade Aberta in Lisbon (1994-2003) and at Brown University (2010).

Walker is the recipient of a Fulbright dissertation fellowship to Portugal (1996-1997), a doctoral
research fellowship from the Portuguese Camaes Institute (1995-1996), and a NEH-funded
American Institute for Indian Studies Professional Development Grant for post-doctoral work in
Goa, India (2000/2002). Walker has also been named a fellow of the Portuguese Orient Foundation
(Fundacdo Oriente), the Luso-American Development Foundation (2003 & 2008), and the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation (2010-2011). In 2018 Walker was appointed a Guest Investigator of the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, drawing historic climate data from archived whaling

logbooks, Portuguese colonial, and other maritime documentation.

Ambassador Lino Gutierrez D

Ambassador (ret.) Lino Gutiérrez is the President of Gutiérrez Global LLC, a consulting firm

specializing on strategic advice for corporations and individuals interested in investing in Latin
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America and Europe. He is a professional lecturer at George
Washington University and is on the Board of the Institute for
the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University. From 2010
to 2022 he served as the Executive Director of the Una
Chapman Cox Foundation, which is dedicated to a strong and

professional Foreign Service.

In his 29-year Foreign Service career, Mr. Gutiérrez served six U.S. Presidents and 11 Secretaries of
State. His last posting was as Ambassador to Argentina from 2003-2006. During his tenure, the
United States and Argentina signed agreements on counter-terrorism and counter-narcotics
cooperation, and container security. In 2005, Ambassador Gutiérrez welcomed President Bush to

Argentina as he attended the Summit of the Americas.

Gutiérrez also served as Acting Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere affairs and Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary from 1999-2002. He led the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs on
September 11, 2001 and beyond. He accompanied Secretary of State Colin Powell to Lima, Peru for
the signing of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and returned with the Secretary’s party to the
United States on September 11, 2001. From 2002-2003, Gutiérrez occupied the George Kennan

chair as International Affairs Advisor at the National War College.

In 1996, President Clinton nominated Lino Gutiérrez to serve as Ambassador to Nicaragua. While in
Nicaragua, Ambassador Guti¢rrez coordinated the relief effort after Hurricane Mitch. Other overseas

postings included tours in the Dominican Republic, Portugal, Haiti, France and the Bahamas.

Ambassador Gutiérrez served as Senior Advisor to Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutiérrez on Cuba
transition and Latin America from 2007-09. In 2010, Gutiérrez Global LLC won a five-year State
Department contract to direct and teach a course on the Southern Cone countries at the Foreign
Service Institute. From 2008-2018, he was an adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins University. From

2016-2022 he served as a member of the Foreign Service Grievance Board.

Lino Gutiérrez has been the recipient of the State Department’s Distinguished Honor Award,
Superior Honor Award (twice) and Meritorious Honor Award (three times). He has also earned the
US. Army’s Civilian Award.
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A native of Havana, Cuba, Gutiérrez has a master’s and bachelor’s from the University of Alabama,
and also attended the University of Miami. After graduating from college, he taught social studies for
the Dade County (Fla.) school system and the Urban League. He is married to the former Miriam
Messina from Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. The couple has three daughters and six

grandchildren.

Ambassador Donna Hrinak D

Donna Hrinak has a proven record of international success in

both the public and private sectors.

As a career officer in the U.S. Foreign Service, she worked in
Eastern Europe and Latin America, including as U.S.
Ambassador to Brazil, Venezuela, Bolivia and the Dominican
Republic. In Washington, DC she served as Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State for Mexico and the Caribbean and worked in

the Congressional office of Rep. Patricia Schroeder, on a

fellowship from the American Political Science Association.

After leaving government service, Donna joined the Miami law firm of Steel Hector & Davis as Senior
Counselor for Trade and Competition. Her private sector experience also includes serving as
President of Boeing for Latin America and Canada and Vice President for Global Public Policy at

PepsiCo, where she led the International Food & Beverage Alliance.

Donna is a member of the boards of Adtalem Global Education and the Interamerican Dialogue. She
is a proud Spartan from Michigan State University, which also awarded her an Honorary Doctorate of
Humanities, and attended The George Washington University and the University of Notre Dame
School of Law. She and her husband, Frans Boetes, a native of The Netherlands, live in Miami,
Florida and Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
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Ambassador Luis E. Arreaga D

Luis E. Arreaga served as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of
Guatemala from October, 2017 until October, 2020. Prior to
this appointment, Ambassador Arreaga served as Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs from

November, 2013 to September, 2017. In this capacity he was

responsible for State Department programs combating illicit
drugs and organized crime, as well as support for law enforcement and rule of law in the Western

Hemisphere.

Ambassador Arreaga also served as United States Ambassador to the Republic of Iceland from 2010
to 2013. Ambassador Arreaga led State Department efforts to recruit and hire the largest increase in

Foreign Service personnel in the U.S. State Department history.

He previously served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the United States Embassy in Panama, U.S.
Consul General in Vancouver, Canada and as director of the Executive Secretariat Staff at the U.S.
Department of State in Washington, D.C. He has also served as Deputy Director of the State
Department’s Operations Center and Special Assistant to the Under Secretary for Political Affairs.
Other overseas postings include the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in Geneva, the United States
Embassy in Spain, and the Agency for International Development in Peru, El Salvador, and

Honduras.

In 2018, Ambassador Arreaga’s contributions were recognized with a Presidential Rank Award. He
was born and raised in Guatemala before immigrating to the United States. He is a graduate of the
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee where he received a Ph.D. in economics and a Master’s Degree

in Management.

Dr. John Ragosta D
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John A. Ragosta is a historian at the Robert H. Smith
International Center for Jefferson Studies at Monticello and a
fellow with the Virginia Humanities. He is the author of Religious
Freedom: Jefferson’s Legacy, America’s Creed (University of Virginia
Press, 2013) and Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia’s Religious Dissenters

Helped to Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty
(Oxford University Press, 2010). He published Patrick Henry: Proclaiming a Revolution (Routledge, 2017)
as a precursor to his most recent book, For the People, For the Country: Patrick Henry’s Final Political Battle
(University of Virginia Press, 2023). He has taught history and law at the University of Virginia,
George Washington University, and Hamilton, Oberlin, and Randolph Colleges.

Ambassador Thomas Shannon D

Ambassador Thomas A. Shannon, Jr. brings more than three
decades of government service and diplomatic experience to his
practice, providing strategic counsel to clients across a range of

legislative, foreign policy, and national security issues.

Most recently, Ambassador Shannon served as Under Secretary

of State for Political Affairs, the third highest ranking position at
the State Department. Holding the personal rank of Career Ambassador, he was the highest-ranking
member of the United States Foreign Service, the country’s professional diplomatic corps. During his
tenure as Under Secretary, Ambassador Shannon was in charge of bilateral and multilateral foreign
policymaking and implementation, and oversaw diplomatic activity globally and in our missions to
international organizations. He managed the State Department during the presidential transition, led
bilateral and strategic stability talks with the Russian Federation, worked with our allies to oversee
Iranian compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, and expanded US engagement in

Central Asia, among other things.

Prior to that appointment, he served as Counselor of the Department, where he acted as a

troubleshooter and roving envoy for Secretary of State John Kerry. In that capacity, he focused on
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Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia, and led US support for the UN-sponsored peace
processes in Yemen and South Sudan. Ambassador Shannon spent nearly 35 years in the Foreign

Service, and has served 6 US presidents and 11 secretaries of state.

Prior to his 2016 appointment by President Obama as Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs,
Ambassador Shannon was the United States Ambassador to Brazil. Prior to this appointment,
Ambassador Shannon served as Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs from
2005-2009. He served as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Western
Hemisphere Affairs at the National Security Council (2003-2005), Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Western Hemisphere Affairs at the Department of State (2002-2003), and Director of Andean
Affairs (2001-2002). From 2000-2001, he was US Deputy Permanent Representative to the
Organization of American States, with the rank of Ambassador. During his career, Ambassador
Shannon served in the US Foreign Service at embassies in Guatemala, Brazil, South Africa, and

Venezuela.

About Our Co-Sponsors

The American Academy of Diplomacy

The American Academy of Diplomacy was founded in 1983 by Ambassadors Ellsworth Bunker, U.
Alexis Johnson, and John J. McCloy to explore ways in which persons who had served in positions of
major responsibility could cooperate to promote the highest standards in the practice of American
diplomacy. Today, the Academy is dedicated to strengthening the resources and tools America brings

to managing its diplomatic challenges, and accomplishes this through targeted outreach programs,
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distinguished awards, and robust, practical, research-based publications. Through these activities, the
Academy promotes an understanding of the importance of diplomacy to serving our nation and

enhancing America’s standing in the world.

y
/

)\ URWVERSITY SENTER firPOLITICS
i GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES o DEMOCRACY

University of Virginia Center for Politics

The mission of the University of Virginia Center for Politics directed by Professor Larry Sabato is to
education and inspire citizens about practical politics and civic engagement through programs that are
unique, compelling, and open-minded. Everything the Center for Politics does must fulfil the goal of
instilling citizens with an appreciation for the core values of freedom, justice, equality, civility, and
service. The Center’s Global Perspectives on Democracy program (GPD) hosts exchanges, workshops
and presentations for international delegates in the U.S. and abroad with thus far over 1,600
participants from high school students to government ministers. GPD organizes the Ambassador
Series which hosts ambassadors from nations around the world who engage with UVA students,

faculty, staff, and members of the public.

MONTICELLO

The Robert H. Smith International Center for Jefferson Studies at Monticello

From its beginning in 1994, the dual purpose of the Robert H. Smith International Center for
Jefferson Studies has been research and education — to foster Jefferson scholarship and to disseminate

its findings. The activities of the Center are diverse and multidisciplinary. It is a residential site for
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individual Jefferson scholars and teachers, as well as a venue for lectures, seminars, and conferences.
The Center secks a central role in the ongoing study of Thomas Jefferson internationally by
supporting a wide range of inquiry; by building a network of scholars, teachers, and resources; by
helping to define new areas of investigation; and by promoting the application of new technologies to
Jefferson scholarship. An Advisory Board of acclaimed scholars and statesmen helps guide the Center’s

activities.

ADDRESS:

1050 Monticello Loop
Charlottesville, VA 22902
GENERAL INFORMATION:

(434) 984-9800
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