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The American Academy of Diplomacy 
The American Academy of Diplomacy was founded in 1983 by Ambassadors Ellsworth Bunker, 
U. Alexis Johnson, and John J. McCloy to explore ways in which persons who had served in 
positions of major responsibility could cooperate to promote the highest standards in the practice 
of American diplomacy. Today, the Academy is dedicated to strengthening the resources and tools 
America brings to managing its diplomatic challenges, and accomplishes this through targeted 
outreach programs, distinguished awards, and robust, practical, research-based publications. 
Through these activities, the Academy promotes an understanding of the importance of diplomacy 
to serving our nation and enhancing America’s standing in the world. 
 

 
The mission of the University of Virginia Center for Politics directed by Professor Larry Sabato is 
to promote the value of politics and the importance of civic engagement. Government works better 
when politics works better, and politics works better when citizens are informed and involved 
participants. The Center strives to encourage citizens to actively participate in the political process 
and government; evaluate and promote the best practices in civic education for students of all ages; 
and educate citizens through the Center's comprehensive research, exchanges, programs, and 
publications. The Center’s Global Perspectives on Democracy program (GPD) hosts exchanges, 
workshops and presentations for international delegates in the U.S. and abroad with thus far over 
1,400 participants from high school students to government ministers. GPD organizes the 
Ambassador Series which hosts ambassadors from nations around the world who engage with 
UVA students, faculty, staff, and members of the public. 
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The Robert H. Smith International Center for Jefferson Studies at Monticello 
From its beginning in 1994, the dual purpose of the Robert H. Smith International Center for 
Jefferson Studies has been research and education – to foster Jefferson scholarship and to 
disseminate its findings. The activities of the Center are diverse and multidisciplinary. It is a 
residential site for individual Jefferson scholars and teachers, as well as a venue for lectures, 
seminars, and conferences. The Center seeks a central role in the ongoing study of Thomas 
Jefferson internationally by supporting a wide range of inquiry; by building a network of scholars, 
teachers, and resources; by helping to define new areas of investigation; and by promoting the 
application of new technologies to Jefferson scholarship. An Advisory Board of acclaimed 
scholars and statesmen helps guide the Center’s activities. 
 



NEWS, PROPAGANDA, AND DIPLOMACY 
 
Why? 
 
The rapid evolution of technology has drastically changed the ways in which 
information is developed, processed, shared, and consumed. Previously, diplomats 
and journalists were among the few select actors responsible for performing the 
challenging, and sometimes dangerous, task of going out and reporting to the 
public and the key decision-makers on what happened in the far-off corners of the 
world important to U.S. national interest. Information now comes from 
everywhere, often distorted, and many consumers are poorly equipped to make 
reasoned judgments on what reaches them. Foreign governments and malign 
actors, like Russia, China, Iran, and others, have access to much broader global 
audiences, which has led to a resurgence in state-sponsored disinformation efforts, 
expanded propaganda campaigns, and outright information warfare. What are the 
implications of these developments for U.S. national security and diplomacy? Can 
the U.S. advocate effectively at home and abroad? How does this new 
informational landscape impact formulation of foreign policy, and public 
diplomacy? And what is the role of journalists and diplomats in addressing some 
of these new informational challenges?
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9:30 a.m.  Welcome and Introductions 

 
Dr. Andrew O’Shaughnessy, Vice President and Saunders 
Director of the Robert H. Smith International Center for 
Jefferson Studies 
 
Ambassador Ronald E. Neumann (ret.), President, American 
Academy of Diplomacy 

 
9:45 a.m. “’The Angel of Destruction’: Foreign Interference and the 

Election of 1796” 
 
 Dr. Tyson Reeder, Assistant Professor, Corcoran Department of 

History, University of Virginia  
 
 “Foreign influence . . . is the angel of destruction to elective 

governments,” John Adams told his compatriots in his 
inaugural address. More than a nonpartisan warning, the line 
was a partisan accusation. He had just won an election rife with 
charges of foreign meddling and foreign collusion. Between 
1796 and 1800, early Americans cemented the first party 
system. For the first time, majority and minority parties adopted 
strategies to wield foreign interference as an electoral cudgel, 
strategies that parties continue to employ today. 

 
10:00 a.m.  Q&A Session 
 
10:15 a.m. Introduction to the Theme 
  
 Ambassador Ronald Neumann 
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10:30 a.m. Panel Discussion 

 
The panel will examine the relationship between and the 
challenges faced by diplomats and journalists, who are 
responsible for reporting to the public and the key decision-
makers on issues from around the world that are vital to U.S. 
national interest.  

 
Ambassador David D. Pearce, former U.S. Ambassador to 
Algeria and Greece and former Chief Correspondent for the 
United Press International will draw on his experiences as a 
diplomat and a journalist to lay out the complexities facing both 
journalists and diplomats in the new era of instant information 
flows and 24/7 news cycles so different from the traditional 
pace of work even a few years ago. 

 
Ambassador Glyn Davies, former three-time ambassador, and 
former Executive Secretary for the National Security Council 
will focus on the topic of foreign propaganda, and how it is 
distinguished from public diplomacy, and why concerns for 
reputation and truth are vital in conducting US diplomacy and 
foreign policy. While diplomats are often presumed to be 
slippery characters, in fact, credibility in essential to diplomatic 
effectiveness. 
 
Carol Giacomo, former diplomatic correspondent for Reuters in 
Washington and member of The New York Times editorial 
board from 2007-2020, will provide a journalist’s perspective 
on the changes in the media environment faced by journalists 
and how such changes impact their relationships with their 
diplomatic colleagues, foreign contacts, and domestic 
audiences. 
 

11:00 a.m. Q & A Session 
 
11:30 a.m. Keynote Address 
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 Nick Schifrin, foreign affairs and defense correspondent for the 

PBS NewsHour, based in Washington, D.C. will draw on his 
extensive background reporting from all over the world, and 
particularly from the Middle East, Ukraine, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, to look forward and reflect on where the ever 
changing relations between diplomacy, news, and propaganda 
may be taking us. 

 
12:00 p.m.  Q & A Session  
 
12:30 p.m. Closing Remarks 

Ambassador Ronald Neumann and Andrew O’Shaughnessy
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Ambassador Ronald E. Neumann (ret.)  
 

Formerly a Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Ronald 
E. Neumann served three times as Ambassador; to 
Algeria, Bahrain and finally to Afghanistan from July 
2005 to April 2007. Before Afghanistan, Mr. Neumann, a 
career member of the Senior Foreign Service, served in 
Baghdad from February 2004 with the Coalition 
Provisional Authority and then as Embassy Baghdad’s 
political/military liaison with the Multinational 
Command, where he was deeply involved in coordinating 
the political part of military actions. 
 
Prior to working in Iraq, he was Ambassador in Manama, 
Bahrain (2001-2004), Deputy Assistant Secretary in the 
Bureau of Near East Affairs (1997-2000) with 

responsibility for North Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, and Ambassador to 
Algeria (1994 to 1997). He was Director of the Office of Northern Gulf Affairs 
(Iran and Iraq; 1991 to 1994). Earlier in his career, he was Deputy Chief of 
Mission in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and in Sanaa in Yemen, Principal 
Officer in Tabriz, Iran and Economic/Commercial Officer in Dakar, Senegal. His 
previous Washington assignments include service as Jordan Desk officer, Staff 
Assistant in the Middle East (NEA) Bureau, and Political Officer in the Office of 
Southern European Affairs. 
 
Ambassador Neumann is the author of a memoir, Three Embassies, Four Wars: a 
personal memoir (2017) and The Other War: Winning and Losing in Afghanistan 
(Potomac Press, 2009), a book on his time in Afghanistan. He has returned to 
Afghanistan repeatedly and is the author of a number of monographs, articles, and 
editorials. His writings have focused most heavily on Afghanistan, stabilization, 
and Bahrain. At the Academy he has focused particularly on efforts to maintain 
adequate State and USAID budgets and staffing and upgrade professional 
formation to enable these institutions to carry out their responsibilities. 
Ambassador Neumann is on the Advisory Committee of a non-profit working in 
Afghanistan, the School of Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA). He is on the board of 
the Middle East Policy Council. 
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Ambassador Neumann speaks some Arabic and Dari as well as French. He 
received State Department Superior Honor Awards in 1993 and 1990. He was an 
Army infantry officer in Viet Nam and holds a Bronze Star, Army Commendation 
Medal and Combat Infantry Badge. In Baghdad, he was awarded the Army 
Outstanding Civilian Service Medal. In 2018 he was awarded the American 
Foreign Service Association’s award for Lifetime Contributions to American 
Diplomacy. He earned a B.A. in history and an M.A. in political science from the 
University of California at Riverside. He is married to the former M. Elaine 
Grimm. They have two children. 
 
 
Dr. Andrew O’Shaughnessy 
 

Andrew O’Shaughnessy is the Vice President of 
Monticello, the Saunders Director of the Robert H. 
Smith International Center for Jefferson Studies at 
the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, and Professor of 
History at the University of Virginia. He is the 
author of An Empire Divided: The American 
Revolution and the British Caribbean 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2000) and The Men Who Lost America: British 
Leadership, the American Revolution and the Fate 
of the Empire (New Haven: Yale University Press, 

2013) received eight national awards, including the New York Historical Society 
American History Book Prize, the George Washington Book Prize, and the Society 
of Military History Book Prize. His most recent book, The Illimitable Freedom of 
the Human Mind: Thomas Jefferson’s Idea of a University (Charlottesville; 
University of Virginia Press, 2021) is a twin biography of Jefferson in retirement 
and the University of Virginia in its earliest years. He is a co-editor of Old World, 
New World: America and Europe in the Age of Jefferson (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2010) and of the Jeffersonian America series 
published by the University of Virginia Press. A Fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society, he is an editor of the Journal of American History and the Journal of the 
Early Republic.   
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Ambassador Glyn Davies 
 

Glyn Davies served for 38 years as a Foreign Service 
Officer in Australia, Africa, Europe, Asia, and in 
Washington D.C.  He was nominated and confirmed by 
the Senate three times for ambassadorial assignments:  
Political Director for the 2003-04 U.S. Presidency of the 
G8; Permanent Representative to United Nations 
Agencies, Vienna (2009-2011); and Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Thailand (2015-2018).  Other notable 
assignments included Deputy Chief of Mission, London 

during 9/11; Executive Secretary of the National Security Council (’97-’99); and 
Deputy Spokesman of the State Department (‘95-’97).  A graduate of Georgetown 
University and the National War College,  
 
Ambassador (Ret.) Davies is married and has two daughters and two 
granddaughters.  He lives in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Carol Giacomo 
 

Carol Giacomo was a member of The New York Times 
editorial board from 2007-2020 writing opinion pieces 
about all major national security issues including nuclear 
weapons, Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan. Her work involved 
regular overseas travel, including recent trips to North 
Korea, Iran and Myanmar. She met a half dozen times 
with President Obama at the White House and 
interviewed scores of other world leaders.  
 
A former diplomatic correspondent for Reuters in 
Washington, she covered foreign policy for the 

international wire service for more than two decades and traveled over 1 million 
miles to more than 100 countries with eight secretaries of state and other senior 
U.S. officials.  
 
During the 2020 spring semester, Ms. Giacomo was a Ferris professor of 
journalism at Princeton University, a position she also held in 2013. In 2019, she 
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held the Poynter Chair at Indiana University’s School of Media Studies, making 
regular visits to the Bloomington campus to conduct journalism-related classes and 
workshops for students and faculty.  
 
In 2018, she won an award from the American Academy of Diplomacy, an 
organization of retired career diplomats, for outstanding diplomatic commentary.  
In 2009, she won the Georgetown University Weintal Prize for diplomatic 
reporting. She has also won two publisher’s awards from The New York Times.  
 
She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. In 1999-2000, she was a 
senior fellow at the U.S. Institute of Peace, researching U.S. economic and foreign 
policy decision-making during the Asian financial crisis. Born and raised in 
Connecticut, she holds a B.A. in English Literature from Regis College, Weston, 
Mass. She began her professional journalism career at The Lowell Sun and later 
worked at The Hartford Courant in the city, state and Washington bureaus. 
 
 
Ambassador David D. Pearce 
 

In his diplomatic and journalistic career Maine 
native David D. Pearce has always done the hard 
things in the hard places. As a wire service 
reporter, he covered revolution in Lisbon, civil 
war in Beirut, and political and economic change 
in the Arab world. He met his wife, Leyla, while 
serving in Lebanon as United Press International’s 
Chief Middle East Correspondent, and both of 
their children were born in Beirut. As a writer-
editor with the National Geographic’s book 
service, he traveled with a photographer to 

Southeast China as the country was just beginning to open to the outside world and 
authored the concluding chapter of the 1982 NGS book Journey into China. 
 
Joining the U.S. Department of State next, Pearce learned Arabic and served over 
three decades in 11 overseas posts throughout Europe, the Middle East, North 
Africa, and South Asia. He was Political Section Chief in Kuwait when Iraq 
invaded and Deputy Chief of Mission in Syria for four years, during which time 
the embassy was attacked by mobs twice. He was Consul General in Dubai, Consul 
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General and Chief of Mission in Jerusalem, Assistant Chief of Mission in 
Afghanistan, and Ambassador to both Algeria and Greece. Pearce served in 
Washington as a Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and held senior-level 
positions in the State Department with responsibility for Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 
and Pakistan. He is an avid student of Greek, Roman and Islamic history, art, and 
literature. Since leaving the Foreign Service in 2016, he has been a strong advocate 
via speaking, writing and social media engagement of the importance of U.S. 
diplomatic engagement and public service. 
 
A self-taught artist, Pearce’s travels nourished a lifelong habit of drawing, but he 
only began to paint actively in 2008. Dividing his time now between Southern 
California and his home state of Maine, he uses a variety of techniques to convey 
not so much literal reality as a sense of moment and place as he experienced it at 
the time. His medium of choice is watercolor, because — as in his diplomatic and 
journalistic career — he likes the degree of difficulty and the constant challenge of 
turning sudden developments into unexpected opportunity. 
 
Pearce was elected to the American Academy of Diplomacy in 2018. He is a 
member of the American Foreign Service Association, DACOR (Diplomatic and 
Consular Officers, Retired), the Middle East Institute, the World Affairs Council of 
Maine, and the World Affairs Council of Orange County, California. 
 
 
Tyson Reeder 

 
Reeder is an expert in early U.S. foreign relations and 
state building. He is an assistant professor of history at 
the University of Virginia, where he serves as an editor 
with the Papers of James Madison and specializes in 
Madison’s tenure as secretary of state. He is the author of 
Smugglers, Pirates, and Patriots: Free Trade in the Age 
of Revolution and the editor of the Routledge History of 
U.S. Foreign Relations. He is currently writing a book 
called Between Dissent and Disloyalty: Foreign 

Meddling and Foreign Collusion in the Age of Madison.”  
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Nick Schifrin 
 

Nick Schifrin is the foreign affairs and defense 
correspondent for “PBS NewsHour,” based in 
Washington, D.C. He leads “NewsHour's” 
foreign reporting and has created week-long, in-
depth series for “NewsHour” from China, Russia, 
Ukraine, Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Cuba, Mexico, 
and the Baltics. The” PBS NewsHour” series 
Inside Putin's Russia won a 2018 Peabody Award 
and the National Press Club's Edwin M. Hood 
Award for Diplomatic Correspondence. In 

November 2020, Schifrin received the American Academy of Diplomacy’s Arthur 
Ross Media Award for Distinguished Reporting and Analysis of Foreign Affairs. 
 
 




